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Resolution 01 (2003)

Adopted by the General Assembly at its 9th meeting, on 14 August 2003 Resolution CHR/1/03

The Commission on Human Rights,

Guided by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which affirms the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression and which reaffirms, in Article 19, the right of 
everyone to hold opinions without interference, as well as the right to freedom of 
expression, including the freedom to seek, receive and impart information and 
ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, 
through any kind of media,

Recalling the Declarations of the UNESCO meetings at Windhoek, Alma Ata, Vienna, Santiago, Sana’a and Sophia,

Bearing in mind that all human rights are universal, inalienable and interdependent and interrelated,
        

 Noting further that freedom of the press is a key and indivisible part of the freedom of expression,

Fully believing that the press plays a major role in favour of peace and economic and social development,

Recalling the importance of independent press work in crisis areas,
Noting that restrictions on the exercise of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression could indicate a deterioration in the protection, respect for and 
enjoyment of other human rights and freedoms, 

Keeping in mind that terrorism can seriously threaten freedom of opinion

and expression, when affecting the work of journalists,

Alarmed by the fact that there are still journalists being murdered, tormented and seized due to their professional activities,

Bearing in mind the importance of the respect for the different cultural and social background of the nations in the world,

Urges journalists to bear in mind that they have a large measure of moral commitment in observing truth and impartiality in transmitting news and they should respect the different groups of religion and language as well as the maintenance of national harmony and decency;

Recommends  the establishment of national press councils or the modification of 

existing press councils proportionally and equally composed as follows: 

a) Government officials and representatives of different parties;

b) Representatives of journalists’ and editors’ associations;

c) Representatives of academic life;

d) Judges and lawyers;

e) National representatives of Human Rights Organizations and NGOs,

Suggests the minimum functions of this body to be as follows:

a) consultative power concerning definitions and interpretation of 
defamation laws by elaborating a code of self-regulation serving as a guideline to the judicial power;

b) promoting education for freedom of press;

c) assisting to cases where there can be a violation of freedom of the press;

d) providing suggestions to the legislative power;

Encourages  the UNESCO and other international bodies and supranational organisations to provide adequate financial support to encourage the eligible countries in their quest to realise their potential regarding freedom of the press, and in particular the security of journalists in accordance with their respective statutes and the Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

Expresses its hope  that states that have not yet ratified or acceded to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to seriously hold in mind doing so under consideration of national security, which amongst others, is fundamental for the security of all journalists;

Strongly recommends for the councils to take action for an initiative to train journalists in how to respond to emergencies in crisis areas;
Proposes regular and special workshops for journalists working in conflict areas, supported by the IPI and the OSCE with knowledge and technology as well as by national governments sending specialists;

Reminds all Member States that journalists working in regions of armed conflict are considered civilians under Article 79 of the Additional Protocol No.1 of the Geneva Conventions which means that any attack on journalists causing death or serious physical injury have to be considered as war crimes;

Further recommends the creation of regional councils in the long term as well as a World Press Council whose functions are to provide an exchange of information and experience among the national councils;

Suggests the establishment of a working group which shall define the composition 
and the functions of the regional press councils and the World Press Council;

Emphasizes the importance of the responsibility of states towards the safety of both national and international journalists within their territory;

Encourages all states to take an active stand against terrorist, paramilitary and 

rebel groups that endanger the freedom of press and the physical and personal 

integrity of journalists;

Calls upon all nations to create proper legal environment for the protection of the confidentiality of journalistic sources in general, whereas in exceptional cases, such as: 

a) Threat to national security, integrity and sovereignty;

b) Crimes against humanity as defined in the statute of the International Criminal Court;

c) Terrorist activities and attacks that can be anticipated, prevented or persecuted effectively

the journalistic sources should be revealed;

Urges all states to refrain from using counter-terrorism as a pretext to restrict the right to freedom of expression in ways which are contrary to their obligations under international law;

Requests  the countries with criminal defamation laws to keep the balance between freedom of press and the private life of a person, applying the proportionality test in distinguishing and defining defamation;

Encourages reconsidering the reacceptance of “Reporters sans Frontières” as an observer with a consultative status to this honourable body.
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