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Resolution 01 (2003)

Adopted by the General Assembly at its 9th meeting, on 14 August 2003 


The Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,


Recalling Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights under which everyone has the right to life, liberty and security,


Alarmed by the expansion and dimensions of the illicit trafficking of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW)  and the increasing sophistication of terrorist networks,


Seeking the international cooperation among the member states of the United Nations in tracking, prosecuting, and eradicating terrorist networks,


Convinced that State Parties should give priority to preventing and combating the illicit manufacturing and trafficking of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials because of their link with such activities as drug trafficking, terrorism, transnational organized crime, mercenary, and other criminal activities, 


Emphasizing the importance of early and full implementation of the UN Program of Action to combat the illicit trade in SALW in all its aspects,


Recalling Resolution 46/36H for the Guidelines of Illicit Trade of Arms, the Panel of Experts on Small Arms in 1995 and the Follow-On Action to the UN Small Arms Panel in 1997,


Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General on the topic of SALW introduced in New York, 18 March 2003, entitled “Proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weapons”,


Further recalling Resolution 55/255 which reaffirms the inherent right to individual or collective self-defence recognized in Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, and implies that States have the right to legally acquired arms for the purpose of self-defence,


Defining illicit trafficking to be the import, export, acquisition, sale, delivery, movement or transfer of firearms, their parts and components and ammunition from or across the territory of one State Party  to that of another State Party,

Cooperation and Information Exchange

A. Creation of an international mechanism against the illicit manufacturing and trafficking of Small Arms and Light Weapons
 1.    Recommends the set up of National Agencies on SALW (NASALW) responsible for gathering information on the proliferation of SALW (licensed and authorized producers, manufacturing companies, stock market transactions, carriers of firearms, ammunitions and explosives, brokers, final destination of shipments);

2.    Recommends the convening of a group of governmental experts established to assist the Secretary-General in undertaking a study to examine the feasibility of developing an international instrument to enable states to identify and trace in timely and reliable manner illegal production and illicit proliferation of SALW and to submit the study to the General Assembly; 

3.    Calls for the creation of a UN Ad Hoc Committee for circulation and gathering of information on SALW stemming from reports of respective NASALW;

4.    Furthermore calls for financial and technical assistance to member states through the creation of an International Trust Fund under the auspices of the United Nations in the fight against the illicit trafficking of SALW;


B. Terrorist information exchange

      
 5.    Strongly encourages the enforcement of the exchange of information on all aspects of terrorist and criminal activities through: 



a)    The creation of a terrorist and criminal network database under the auspices of 



       the new Ad Hoc Committee, 



b)    Tracking and listing of any organizations, groups and individuals involved in 



        terrorist and criminal networks; 

    
6.    Furthermore requests the organization of annual forums consisting of NGOs, the private sector, regional and international organizations,  and state representatives for the exchange of ideas and information on the issue;

    
7.    Stresses the importance of a SALW information campaign proposed by the UN Ad Hoc Committee and through the assistance of NGOs active in the field, the overall objective of which will be to prevent the proliferation and unlawful use of SALW and to raise public awareness on the destructive role played by the illicit trade and possession of SALW;

Measures against uncontrolled and unauthorized proliferation of SALW


8.   Recommends that following measures be taken to prevent the uncontrolled and unauthorized proliferation of SALW: 

    
a)    Legal arms trade transactions should be restricted to the recognized member



states of the United Nations


b)    The recipient state should inform the Ad Hoc Committee on reselling its arms 


    
   supplies to any  third party with convincing details affirming that the third party 


     
  fully abides by international law and the criteria as stipulated in points a, b, c, d 


     
  of clause 9;

   
   9.    Suggests the introduction of the following export criteria that the recipient country of SALW must fulfill and that the exporting country must take into consideration:

a) Respect for the national security of the recipient State

b) The position of the recipient State towards terrorism and its human rights record

c) The domestic and regional situation of the recipient State

d) The economic consequences of acquiring arms for the recipient State;


10.   Recommends the introduction of a mandatory transaction deposit to prevent diversion of arms throughout the transaction process in the following manner: 



a) SALW manufacturers are required to make a deposit to their respective NASALW
b) The deposit be returned to the manufacturer only upon the arrival of the arms cargo to the official and guaranteed destination;

11.  Further requests the funding of national customs authorities of member states in need to enable efficient control of their national borders and calls for the training of specialized units (police, customs officials) on technical and legal matters upon the request of any member state in order to enable the enforcement through national laws and international agreements;


Harmonization of legal frameworks


12.   Requests that proper assistance is offered to all member States in need to ensure their compliance with the UN guidelines and all relevant protocols and conventions; 


13.  Invites all member States to cooperate through mutual legal assistance, investigations, and prosecutions which will be conducted and pursued to ensure the effective elimination of illicit trade of SALW; 


14.   Suggests the harmonization of national legislative frameworks with international agreements regarding SALW to achieve common grounds in the fight against illicit arms trafficking with respect to sovereignty of each state;


15.   Urges all States to implement relevant laws, regulations, and administrative procedures to exercise full and effective control over legal and illegal manufacturing, possession, or transfer of SALW to third parties with information supply to the Ad Hoc Committee; 

   
16.   Underlines the need to strengthen law enforcement capabilities  regarding territorial and maritime control within the jurisdiction of each State;
   
17.   Requests that the status qou of borders based on multilateral agreements (e.g. European Community) is not compromised, as long as they do not undermine the UN guidelines in the sphere of preventing illicit arms trafficking; 


18. Recommends providing the enforcement of appropriate penalties and administrative sanctions by national legislations for illicit manufacturing and proliferation of firearms and other conventional weapons;


19.   Urges, as part of the harmonization process, that national legislative frameworks include provisions for immediate conviction and prosecution of individuals and groups associated with illicit arms trafficking;


20.   Further urges  the strengthening of INTERPOL’s Weapons and Explosives Tracking System (IWETS) for the purpose of preventing cross-border illicit arms trafficking;

Illegal financial transactions


21.   Strongly recommends the monitoring on a national and international level of the financial transactions and registering of brokers;

 
22.   Suggests the immediate freezing of all assets proved by the UN Ad Hoc Committee to have any connections with illicit production and trafficking of weapons and the use of those assets in the fight against this problem;

Further action


23.   Calls for the development and implementation of an effective disarmament, collection, and destruction program of the illegal surplus of SALW under the guidelines of the Ad Hoc Committee and the financing of this program by the International Trust Fund, particularly in post-conflict situations;

  
24.   Urges the UN Ad Hoc Committtee to list individuals, companies, and countries involved in any unauthorized transfer of SALW to third parties;

25.   Recommends that the data gathering by the UN Ad Hoc Committee on SALW violations and/or breaches of UN embargos should provide guidelines for action by the Security Council;

26.   Strongly advises all Security Council members to work in a collective approach towards appropriate financial or political measures applicable to every country breaching the principles set out in this resolution;

27.   Further decides to remain seized of the matter.
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