Committee:
UNDCP
Question:
Drug Therapy instead of criminalizing Drug Addicts

UNDCP, 

Having specifically considered articles 4, 36 and 38 of the Single Convention on

Narcotic Drugs of 1961 and itself as such and the provisions of the Convention,

Taking into account the 1971 Convention of Psychotropic substances and the 1972 

Amendment to the Single Convention,

Further taking into consideration the recommendations of the Tenth United

 Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders,

Bearing in mind ECOSOC Resolution E/RES/1934 (LVIII) on “Measures to   

reduce illicit demand for drugs, 

Reaffirming the principle of national sovereignty,

Recalling that States Parties to international Drug control Conventions must adjust

their national and local legislation of the provisions of these conventions,

Recognizing that there has been no generally accepted interpretation of the articles

of the international drug abuse conventions, dealing with the treatment of drug

abusers,

 1. Expresses its hope for the improvement of international and regional

     cooperation on the treatment of drug offenders;

2. Invites national law enforcement agencies to further intensify their international

    exchange of experience, notably in the HONLEAs and the Sub-commission on

    Illicit Traffic in the Near and Middle East;

3. Recommends the expansion of the UNDCP Law Enforcement Programme,

    by giving special priority to those countries requiring assistance in training of 

    law enforcement agents and judicial staff on the availability of alternatives to

    criminalizing drug addicts;

4. Further recommends more attention to be given to the Global Assessment

    Programme, as well as to the Legal Assistance Programme;

5. Encourages governments to support options of NGOs or grass-roots

    organizations or other organizations promoting social awareness efforts;

6. Promotes awareness programmes in all kinds of educational institutions

    and all means of mass media;

7. Supports that drug therapy alternatives to criminal procedures should be part of 

   national drug control plans in accordance and be developed in close 

   consultations at the regional level;

8. Suggests that national therapy programmes as alternatives to criminal

    procedures should be developed and implemented taking into consideration

    the legislation and treatment standards available in individual countries and the

    corresponding region;

9. Calls upon countries to meet the above mentioned requests no later than by

      the year 2012 according to the conditions in each country submitting annual

      progress reports;

10. Calls for the creation of an international semi-UNO-detached database

      containing information regarding drug trafficking, exchange of knowledge and

      logistics for the purpose of mutual assistance with consideration of personal

      privacy;

11. Calls for greater awareness of the complex nature of the drug phenomenon

     
which requires a comprehensive programme comprising:

      
a. alternative development, to illicit narcotic crops production,

 

b. preventive measures treating and rehabilitation of addicts,

  

c. interdiction and punishment as deterrence to abuse of drugs;

12. Encourages the possible waiving of all or part of sentences proportionate to the

      severity of the offense, as an alternative to full punishment;

13. Further suggests special attention to be given to minors who experienced a

      drug abuse problem, with family counselling and therapy;

14. Emphasizes that former drug abusers are not to be discriminated against in 

      any form, in order to facilitate the reintegration into society;

15. Being aware of the importance of the issue and also to ensure an adequate 

      implementation, Recommends a more generous support of the Fund of 

      UNDCP, in proportion to the international importance of the drug abuse 

      problems, so as to enable in to implementation above recommendations. 

